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LIGHTS, CAMERA ACTION!

Creative Services Specialist Rob Hephner
coordinated a video production with Arizona
PBS in May. The show, titled “Trail Mix'd”
launched in 2023 and highlights some of
Arizona’s best trails. The episode taped here
featured the paved path at Woodland Lake
Park and the Los Burros Trail. The episode
likely will air this fall and Woodland Lake
Park may be featured independently. Rob
reports the video crew was very impressed
with the park and pleased at how
accommodating Town staff was in working
with them.
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ANNEXATION NEWS

Work continues on the Town’s cooperative
effort with a local community group
interested in pursuing annexation of several
areas of Pinetop and Lakeside. Residents
Without a Vote” is surveying public interest in
the annexation of four communities:
Lakeside (East & West), Pinetop Country Club,
Porter Creek Estates & White Mountain
Summer Homes. The group is collecting
survey data to gather input from residents of
those areas to gauge interest in being
annexed into the Town. You may take the
survey at
https:.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/ptisannex.

BUDGET PLANNING

The Community Services Department has
drafted its department budget for 2024-25
and presented the requested budget to
Town Council. In addition to the department
specific budget, Community Services also is
responsible for the Town'’s Tourism budget,
which also has been submitted to Council for
review. The Town Council is scheduled to
tentatively adopt the FY25 budget on June
27.

WEBSITE

Marketing Coordinator Annie DeRosier
continues to work on an overhaul to the
Town'’s official government website at
www.pinetoplakesideaz.gov. The site is
looking great! Kudos to Annie.
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EVENTS: WHITE MOUNTAINS
BALLOON FESTIVAL

The Town’'s Community Services staff has
been working diligently on preparations for
the 7th Annual White Mountains Balloon
Festival, presented by Sierra Propane. The

event runs June 21-23, 2024, at Mountain Talk of the Town
Meadow Recreation Center. Activities include Podcast
morning balloon launches (weather Produced by Rob Hephner

permitting all three days), and a festival from
5to 9 p.m. on Friday, June 21, and 4 to 9 p.m.
on Saturday, June 22. Festival activities

include live music, food and retail vendors, a

Tracks Introduces a Mew Trail - Blue Ridge Loop

G ’, Tracks Introduces a Mew Trail - Blue Ridge Loop

beer garden, and an evening balloon glow
(weather permitting) after sunset. As a
reminder, pets are not allowed at this year's
event due to a change in the Town Code
which prohibits domestic animals from
Town-owned athletic fields. More
information can be found at
www.wmbfaz.com.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TOPICS OF INTEREST

Staff continues to work closely with The Chamber of Commerce for Pinetop-
Lakeside. On Tuesday, May 7, Community Services Manager Tony Alba was the
featured speaker at the Chamber's member meeting. Tony discussed the role of
the Community Services Department and talked about how the Town can serve
as a resource to local businesses. Also, the Chamber has formally agreed to
cooperatively produce the Color Run with the Town at Woodland Lake Park on
October 12.

The Community Services Department hosted another successful Coffee With
Council on May 7, at Pinetop Coffee House. These informational gatherings have
been very well received by attendees who can casually talk about Town Council
members about any topic they'd like to raise.
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