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COLLECTION FOCUS  

Looking over my budget, I am grateful for the larger book budget this year. I am
happy using our new vendor Baker Taylor and the large discount we receive has really
helped me stretch the budget. The second vendor I use for books and materials is still
Amazon. Their prices and convenience are unmatched. Two large orders from last
month for Youth and Young Adult Fiction are nearly completed  for circulation. Prize
books for Summer Reading have been purchased and Read Better Be Better books are
ready for graduation prizes.

 



DIGITAL SIGN OR BETTER OUTSIDE SPACE ?

After much thought, price checking, research into digital signs local vendors and outside vendors,
I have decided that another use of the $20,000. DIF money is in order. Director Patterson offered
an alternative idea……..installing a concrete pad , and 4 concrete tables in a cluster on the
property of the YJYC near the Library parking lot. He has suggested he could eventually build a
ramada for shade. There is a large, flat area under tall pines that would give the Library a perfect
space for additional tables. Being away from the noise and traffic of White Mountain Blvd, and
close enough together for a group activity, will be a great benefit to the library. I look forward to
seeing this space developed for expanded library use.



NATURE CENTER UPDATE  
The board has recently welcomed a new board member - Denise Van Zjil  who will
spearhead  fundraising from large donors. 
Our secretary, and longtime Raptor volunteer Barb Ross has moved to be closer to
family out of state. We will miss her. The inside space has added several more
taxidermy animals, new large displays and huge murals have been added to cover areas
that were once garage doors. After many weeks and lots of writing, communicating and
coordinating, we have paved the way now for school field trips. The first three schools
are scheduled for late April, and early May.   Concho School, Whiteriver and Blue
Ridge classes will soon experience enriching field trips to the Nature Center. Another
board member and I will be greeting each group and serving as volunteer docents,
guiding visitors through the experience. Later this spring we plan to host a Volunteer
Fair, and recruit others who we can train to be docents for future field trips. 



NATURE CENTER CONT. 
Registration will open April 1. for summer camp 2025. Some tweaks were made from things we
learned after last summer’s experience. There will be a  shorter day , a 4-day week, different
age groups and a higher cost to yield a profit for the Nature Center. Three local staff have
been hired to lead.  We anticipate the  camp enrollment to fill up quickly. 
Lastly , I have been helping with the programming for the Saturday evening presenters. We
have expanded to include a partnership with the library. Using the Arizona Humanities AZ
Speaks grant we are bringing in a speaker about the history of the Arizona Highways
magazine, and later in July a musical performance based on the books by local author Nancy
Turner. Both presenters will be sponsored by the Library, held at the Nature Center. 

 



Tammie  has  been  ha rd  a t  wo rk  p repa r i ng  a  spec i a l  S to r y  Wa l k  a t  Wood l and
Lake  Pa r k ,  and  i t ' s  f i n a l l y  he re !  Fea tu r i ng  v i b r an t  poems  f rom Ha i l s tones  and
Ha l i bu t  Bones  by  Mary  O 'Ne i l l ,  t h i s  i n t e r ac t i ve  expe r i ence  ce l eb ra te s  bo th
Na t iona l  Poe t r y  Mon th  i n  Ap r i l  and  ou r  upcoming  summer  r ead ing  p rog ram ,
Co lo r  Ou r  Wor ld .  As  you  s t ro l l  a round  t he  l a ke ,  you ’ l l  be  immer sed  i n
beau t i f u l ,  co lo r f u l  poe t r y  wh i l e  a l so  ca t ch ing  a  g l impse  o f  commun i t y
happen ings  a long  t he  way .  I t ’ s  t he  pe r f ec t  way  to  en joy  na tu re ,  engage  w i t h
the  a r t s ,  and  connec t  w i t h  t he  commun i t y .  Don ’ t  m i s s  ou t  on  t h i s  i n sp i r i ng
and  scen i c  adven tu re !

WOODLAND LAKE  PARK STORY WALK



CRICKETT HAMPTON AND THE BLUE  RIDGE SCHOLARSHIP  FUND

One  o f  my  s t a f f  ha s  been  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  a  ve r y  wo r thwh i l e  o rgan i za t i on .  I  a sked
he r  to  sha re  a  f ew  wo rds  w i t h  you  he re .

“As  an  ac t i ve  member  o f  t he  B l ue  R idge  Scho l a r sh ip  Fund ,  I  am deep l y  commi t t ed
to  he lp i ng  r a i se  money  to  suppo r t  s t uden t s  i n  f u r t he r i ng  t he i r  educa t ion .  One  o f
t he  ways  I  con t r i bu te  i s  b y  c rea t i ng  f l y e r s  and  ma rke t i ng  ou r  f und ra i s i ng  even t s
t h rough  soc i a l  med i a  p l a t fo rms .  These  even t s ,  s uch  a s  t he  Tas te  o f  t he  Wh i te
Moun ta i n s  and  t he  B l ue  R idge  Scho l a r sh ip  Fund  Annua l  Go l f  Tou rnamen t ,  a r e  v i t a l
t o  ou r  m i s s ion  o f  p rov id i ng  scho l a r sh ip s  to  l oca l  s t uden t s .  I t  ha s  been  i nc red ib l y
r ewa rd ing  to  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  capac i t y ,  and  I  l ook  fo rwa rd  to  con t i nu ing  to  he lp  i n
t he  f u tu re .  I  we l come  eve r yone  who  wan t s  to  suppo r t  t he i r  commun i t y  and
encou rage  o the r s  to  ge t  i n vo l ved  i n  t h i s  impo r t an t  cause .  La s t  yea r ,  t he  B l ue
R idge  Scho l a r sh ip  Fund  awa rded  an  imp res s i ve  $74 , 900  i n  s cho l a r sh ip s  
to  ou r  dese r v i ng  B lue  R idge  g r adua te s .  I t ’ s  an  hono r  to  be  pa r t  o f  t h i s
amaz ing  e f fo r t ,  and  I  am exc i t ed  to  con t r i bu te  to  i t s  con t i nued  succes s . ”



D A T A  A N D  N U M B E R S

M A R C H  D A T A
B a b y  T i m e             
A d u l t s                   4 5
C h i l d r e n                5 3
T o t a l                     9 8

S t o r y  T i m e
A d u l t s                   2 9
C h i l d r e n                4 2
T o t a l                     7 1

P L 3                       1 7
F a m i l y  M a t h            9
D i g i t a l  L i t e r a c y       2  
R B B B                   1 6 7
B o o k  C l u b              1 2

D O N A T I O N S
P a p e r b a c k           2 0 9
H a r d  c o v e r            6 8
M i s c                     6 7

S O C I A L  M E D I A  
P o s t s  R e a c h e d        2 , 2 4 0  
P o s t  E n g a g e m e n t       2 4 5
N e w  F o l l o w e r s              7
P o s t s  V i e w s          1 1 , 0 0 0

C A T A L O G I N G  S T A T I S T I C S
J u v e n i l e / Y A               1 0 8
D V D ’ S  J u v e n i l e             0
A d u l t  B o o k s                5 9
A d u l t  D V D ’ s                1 0
K i t s                            1 2
I n t e r - l i b r a r y  L o a n s      2 9
D i s c a r d s                     1 5
R e p a i r / R e p l a c e            2 5

V O L U N T E E R S  
P e o p l e                        1 8
H o u r s                     7 2 . 1 6
D o o r  C o u n t              2 0 9 1
N e w  C a r d s                   2 9


